My dad was born
in Punjab, India and
my mum was born in
Punjab, Pakistan —
previously one
nation - before the
British mashed it up
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Not obliged but interested — | feel like | want *
to know more but do not have the time to
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In the late 6Us after she fnished convent school 1n
Bombay (with ‘ytwLZ, GB kawU WvUviefm tbBa
good education considering her background), my
mother went to join my granny (her mother) who
was working as a nanny to Kuwaiti and American
families in Beirut. My mother had learnt English as
second language and alsoMcnnheWc¢W Hindi and
was very modern for an Indian girl of her
background. She worked as a secretary for an impor
export company there and hung out with other
young, hip people from all over the world and went
to loads of parties. She met my Father in Beirut
during the early 70s through mutual friends at a
party and they hung out together a lot. She came to
the UK with him and they were married here DO |
RFAILY WANT TO PASS ON THE CONFUSION?
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Bangali. Wish | could speak/write/
~J3 read it better
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0 be honest — the Caucasian asking me about the Taj Mehal and him
knowing nothing about stone henge and the ‘British Asian’ who can't

Not obliged as I want to know about it, I find it fascinating
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Prouder to be Imore Asianknowthan Britishthatin my 30’s thanli

it's too painful for both of em -
stirring up memories of sadness,

call it 'my culture’ but if
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Worry they won’t know itat all
Will do what my parents
have done and know that | can

embrace it as much or aslittle as |

| did they wou

One born here, one came tO study

d know

Hell yeah - it’s is a part of me
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children (if I ave em) I

| would say
English — but
the first
language |
ever
sirStwcwr,
gihzlb spoke
was Punjabi —
| would say
English
as my native
anguage
decause
ddwvll
this is the
language thal
think in —

would want them
to understand my
whole being
including where
my parents came from,
why I think and feel

the way that I do,
how I am
shaped the way
that I am
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British Asian? Forget about it — I weren’t born pRiqq in the valleys chuck - robin hood country me love- England

pect? who knows what my mum expected - she probably didn’t want

' her life to turn out the way that it did so ‘want’ is a better word to
use than expect to be able swai (meLyasn) - et us meet (Udyavara Suresh Kamath)


http://www.savemylanguage.org/konkani/worddetails.php?word=meLyaa.n
http://www.savemylanguage.org/konkani/worddetails.php?word=jivana
http://www.savemylanguage.org/konkani/worddetails.php?word=yaatra
http://www.savemylanguage.org/konkani/worddetails.php?word=disanaa
http://www.savemylanguage.org/konkani/worddetails.php?word=ullai
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